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@ PROGRAM OVERVIEW

University of the People is proud to collaborate with IBM to offer access to the IBM SkillsBuild
program—an entirely tuition-free pathway for students to gain in-demand workforce skills while
earning college credit. Through industry-recognized certificates and credentials developed by IBM
experts, students will learn high-demand technology skillsets in Cybersecurity and Data Analytics,
applying real-world projects, labs, and exercises that prepare you for today’s job market. Courses
are modular, self-paced, and 100% online, making them accessible anytime and anywhere. Upon
completion, students receive a digital certificate from Credly to showcase skills to employers, and
eligible credits can be transferred directly toward a UoPeople undergraduate degree, ensuring
every step contributes to both career readiness and academic progress.

@ CERTIFICATE PROGRAM STRUCTURE & COMPLETION

The IBM SkillsBuild certificate programs are designed to be 100% online and self-paced, giving
you the flexibility to learn on your own schedule. Each program is structured into clear,
engaging components to help you build knowledge step by step:

+ Interactive Lessons:
Short, structured modules with explanations, examples, and practice questions to reinforce
understanding.

+ Video Tutorials:
Pre-recorded sessions from IBM experts that demonstrate real-world applications of key
concepts.

+ Quizzes:
Knowledge checks at the end of each module to ensure you’re ready to move forward.

« Assessments:
Larger graded activities that measure your comprehension and subject mastery.

+ Capstone Project:
A final applied project where you bring together everything you’ve learned to solve a
practical, real-world challenge.
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2.1 Course Description

A.IBM Cybersecurity Course

This course introduces the core concepts and practices of cybersecurity. Students learn how

to analyze vulnerabilities, design secure networks and cloud infrastructure, monitor security
operations, and respond to incidents through hands-on labs and case studies. The course
emphasizes practical skills in digital forensics, impact analysis, and threat response, preparing
learners for entry-level roles or further study in cybersecurity. Successful completion is eligible for
undergraduate college credit at UoPeople.

B. IBM Data Analysis Course

This course is designed to help build practical skills in data analytics. Students learn how to make
sense of data, find useful insights, and share those insights in clear and visual ways. Through
real-world projects and hands-on exercises, students practice the full data analysis process,

from preparing data to drawing conclusions that support better decision-making. By the end of
the course, students know how to use data to answer questions, solve problems, and tell a story
that others can understand. Successful completion is eligible for undergraduate college credit at
UoPeople.
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2.2 Time Commitment

On average, each certificate program takes about 60-65 hours to complete. We recommend setting
aside a few hours twice a week to stay on track and complete the course within three months.

2.3 Completion Timeline

Students have up to one year to complete the certificate. If not completed within that timeframe,
you will be automatically removed from the program. You may re-apply. However, your previous
progress will not be saved, and you will need to restart the program from the beginning.

2.4 Earning Your Certificate

Once you successfully complete the program with a score of 80% or higher, you’ll receive a digital
certificate from IBM SkillsBuild via Credly.

Note: To ensure proper delivery, your Credly account email must match the email you used when
registering for the certificate program.

Click Here to learn about Credly.
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@ ACCESSING & NAVIGATION

3.1 UoPeople Portal

After you have completed your application, you will be redirected to the UoPeople Portal.

Click ‘Login’ button to navigate to the UoPeople Online Campus.

Return to the UoPeople Portal to check your progress.



https://portal.uopeople.edu/login 

UOPEOPLE + 1BM SKILLSBUILD GUIDE

3.2 UoPeople Online Campus

A. Instructions for First-Time Visitors to Online Campus

Step 1: Access the IBM Platform
o Click onthe ‘Courses’ tab at the top of the page.
o Click the provided link/button to open the IBM SkillsBuild Certificate platform.

Step 2: Create or Link Your IBM Account
© You will redirected to a new window and will see two options:
= Click create account:
Click Create an account for me to set one up.

- Step 3: Continue to Learning Content
o After creating or linking to your account, click the Continue button.
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« Step 4: Accept the IBM Privacy Notice
o You will be prompted to accept the IBM Privacy Notice.
o Click Yes to continue

- Step 5: Access Your Course Materials
o You will be redirected to the IBM Learning Content page.
o Click Access content to enter the course materials for your IBM SkillsBuild Certificate.

B. Instructions to add to Online Campus (not first-time visitor)

- Step1:OpentheIBM Platform
© Click onthe course link to open the IBM SkillsBuild platform.
- Step 2: Access Course Materials
o Onthe next window, click Access Content.
o You will be directed straight into your IBM SkillsBuild course mate.
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@ ACCESSING YOUR CERTIFICATE & DIGITAL BADGE

When you complete your IBM SkillsBuild program, you’ll receive a verified digital certificate and
badge issued through Credly. These serve as official recognition of your achievement and can be
shared with employers, schools, and professional networks.

4.1 What is Credly?

Credlyis a digital credentialing platform that provides students with secure, verifiable certificates
and badges. It ensures your achievements are recognized globally and can be easily shared online.

4.2 What is a Digital Badge?

A digital badge is an online representation of your accomplishment. It contains verified details
about the skills you earned, along with IBM’s official recognition. Badges can be added to your
résumé, LinkedIn profile, or other platforms to highlight your new qualifications.

4.3 How to Access Your IBM SkillsBuild Certificate and Badge?

Create a Credly account using the same email address you used to register for the IBM
SkillsBuild program.

Once your certificate is issued, yoUu’ll receive an email from Credly with instructions to claim
your badge.

Follow the email link to log in, claim your credential, and begin sharing it across your

professional platforms.

N
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@ CONTINUING EDUCATION & CREDIT TRANSFER

5.1 Opportunities at UoPeople

Continue learning with UoPeople. Our tuition-free, 100% online degree programs are designed

for students who want to advance their education while balancing work, family, and life
responsibilities. With flexible scheduling and courses in high-demand fields like Business
Administration, Computer Science, Health Science, and Education, you can build skills that prepare
you for real-world success without putting your life on hold.

At University of the People, you’ll join a diverse global community of learners who share your drive
to grow and succeed. Whether you’re beginning your educational journey or looking to complete
a degree, UoPeople offers programs that make higher education more accessible and affordable
than ever.

Explore all degree programs and start your application today.

5.2 Applying Your IBM SkillsBuild Certificate for Credit at UoPeople

Once you complete your IBM SkillsBuild certificate, you will be considered a Graduate of the
IBM program. You may then apply to become a UoPeople student and request to transfer your
certificate for degree credit.

Follow the steps below carefully to ensure your transfer is processed correctly.
Step 1: Apply to Become a UoPeople Student
o Visitthe UoPeople Application page and complete the student application form.

o |tisrecommended that you apply using a different email address than the one used for
your IBM SkillsBuild account.

Step 2:Indicate That You Have Transfer Credits

o Duringthe application process, you will be asked if you wish to transfer credits.
Select Yes to indicate that you have credits to transfer.


https://www.uopeople.edu/programs/
https://apply.uopeople.edu/
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Step 3: Upload Your IBM Certificate

o When prompted, upload your IBM SkillsBuild certificate.
o IntheInstitution field, select “IBM-UoPeople.”

o Do notselectany other IBM-related institution name or add a new institution value.
Doing so will make you ineligible for grants.

Step 4: Submit Your Application and Wait for Review

o Submit your completed application and wait for the transfer credit process to be
completed.

o UoPeople will evaluate your submission and notify you once your IBM certificate credit has
been reviewed and applied.

Step 5: Complete Required UoPeople Courses

o Afteradmission, all students must complete the following foundational courses:
= UNIV 0001: Online Education Orientation

= UNIV 1001: Online Education Strategies

o These courses help you prepare for success in your UoPeople degree program.

DISCLAIMER

In the event of any conflict between the terms of this guide and the UoPeople Catalog, then the language of
the UoPeople Catalog shall take precedence and be the guiding document.
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https://catalog.uopeople.edu/

